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LELLA AND MASSIMO VIGNELLI

Lella Vignelli (1934 -
2016) was a successful,
internationally
recognised ltalian

designer, specialising in interior design,
product design and furniture.

She graduated from the School of
Architecture in Venice in 1953 and went
on to study at Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, School of Architecture.
She often worked in collaboration with
her designer husband, Massimo Vignelli
(1931 - 2014), with whom she
established ‘Massimo and Lella Vignelli
Office of Design and Architecture’, in
Milan in 1960.

They made a significant contribution to
design, bringing contemporary Italian
design to the USA.

By 1965 they established Unimark
International Corporation for Design and
Marketing (with seven other designers),
working mainly from New York. Lella and
Massimo often worked for established
companies such as Knoll International,
IBM, American Airlines, New York City
Subway, Blooming Dales Department
Store, Lancia, Ducatti and the Ford
Motor Company.

HIGH BACK CLUB LOUNGE CHAIRS

THE TUB CHAIR

The “Tub Chair’ - manufactured in

black resin. Designed in the same

modernist tradition, as many of the

cast / injection moulded chairs of
the modern era (2000).
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1. Who was Lella Vignelli ? What ‘office’ did she form with her husband in Milan?

2 marks

2. Name some of the companies Lella and Massimo worked with. 4 marks

3. Name and describe one of their furniture designs.

3 marks
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