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This exercise can be printed and used by teachers and students. Itis recommended that you
view the website (www.technologystudent.com) before attempting the design sheet.

THESE MATERIALS CAN BE PRINTED AND USED BY TEACHERS AND
STUDENTS.

THEY MUST NOT BE EDITED IN ANY WAY OR PLACED ON ANY OTHER

MEDIA INCLUDING WEB SITES AND INTRANETS.
NOT FOR COMMERCIAL USE.
THIS WORK IS PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW.
IT IS ILLEGAL TO DISPLAY THIS WORK ON ANY WEBSITE/MEDIA
STORAGE OTHER THAN www.technologystudent.com



http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm
http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm
http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm
http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm
http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm
http://www.technologystudent.com/designpro/drawdex.htm

REVISION CARDS - BIODEGRADABLE PLASTICS

V.Ryan © 2014 World Association of Technology Teachers

BIOPOL
BIODEGRADABLE PLASTIC

Biopol is the brand name for PHB. It is
an environmentally friendly polymer. It
is processed through the fermentation
of cornand soya.
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EXAMPLE BIOPOL PRODUCTS
Some Biopol products are shown below.
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ADVANTAGES OF BIOPOL

Environmentally friendly, does not
cause pollution. Biopol products
degrade after a few months in soil.
Biopol is a completely non-toxic
material. It is manufactured from a
renewable source (plants).

DISADVANTAGES OF BIOPOL

More expensive to produce than fossil
fuel plastics. Has a low resistance to
acids and bases, including bleach,
restricting its use as packaging. Biopol
does not resist knocks and drops as well
as other fossil fuel based plastics. It
takes longer to ferment than plastics
processed from, fossil fuels such as oil.

1. What is Biopol and how is it manufactured? 4 marks
2. Name three products manufactured from Biopol 3 marks
3. Describe / explain two disadvantages of Biopol  2marks
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