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In 1981 Ettore Sottsass presented his Carlton 
Dresser. 

Look carefully at the image. In what way does the 
Carlton Dresser share each of the Memphis Design 
Principles written below?

The first two principles have sample answers already 
written out.

Complete answers 3 to 9. 

1. Emphasis placed on aesthetics, shape and form.

2. Designs often influenced by fashionable trends.

3. Styles from different ages/periods, mixed to form 
a design/product.

4. Often ‘Memphis’ designs are controversial.

5. Use of common, everyday materials such as MDF, 
glass, steel and stone. This principle was shared 

with the Bauhaus and Modernism.

6. Often materials used that are not  normally not 
associated with the product. (E.G. the Etruscan 

Chair designed by Danny Lane 1984, manufactured 
from glass). 

7. Often Memphis designs were ‘One Offs’ or for 
very small scale production.

8. A combination of craft skills often displayed. For 
instance, accurate engineering combined with high 

quality individual craft work.

9. Memphis designs can be regarded as works of 
art, rather than functional objects.

1. This design relies on visual impact, as seen in

 the geometrical angles and geometrical shapes.

MEMPHIS DESIGN PRINCIPLES

2. In the 1980s, there was a trend towards 

keeping designs simple. The Carlton Dresser

is clearly based on this principle.
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