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THYRISTORS

1. Complete the following sentence:

A thyristor is also called a Silicon __________ _________.

3. On the drawing of a thyristor, shown opposite label the three pins as identified in 
question 2 above. Use the first letter of each name, under each pin/lead.

2. Name the three leads/pins of a thyristor.

G A C

4. Explain how a thyristor works. Emphasise the flow of current through the leads/pins.
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TO WIRE
COURSE

RESET SWITCH

BUZZER

THYRISTOR

1K

1K

1K

5. The circuit opposite represents a steady hand game 
which consists of a wire loop that has to be moved around a 
wire course without touching it. If the wire course is touched 
by the loop a buzzer sounds until all power is switched off or 
a reset button is pressed. 

What type of circuit is this known as?

6. In the space below draw a circuit that includes a thyristor (not the circuit seen above) and explain how it 
works.
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