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CREST

Appears above the
helmet, usually an
animal.

LAYOUT OF A COAT OF ARMS
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MOTTO

Usually written in a
‘script’ type style

SURROUNDS

These are sometimes
animals, ribbons or
plants.

ELEMENTS

Contained within the
shield.
Drawings or images
that represent the
family or family’s
interests

HELMET

Helmet of a suit of
armour

SHIELD

11

Numerous shapes are
available.

3 FAMILY NAME

Written in a bold style
of writing. It must stand

out.
M May be in a banner or
S by itself.

A Coat of Arms is designed in a traditional way. Most designs have all the aspects shown in the diagram
above. When you design your coat of arms you should include the majority of the aspects otherwise it will
not be considered legitimate by the College of Arms (England) or by the Lyon King-at-Arms (Scotland)

1. Write the family name you intend to use here.

2. List the aspects you intend to include in your coat of arms.

3. List two colours you intend to include? Why?

COLOUR 1:

WHY:

COLOUR 2:

WHY:
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