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1. Why is it important to carry out tests on a material, to help determine its physical properties?

2. Describe three tests that can be carried out in a school workshop, to test the ‘hardness’ of a material.
Complete the answers below by either adding the missing description or diagram.

A more sophisticated method of
measuring the hardness of a
material, is to drop a ‘plug’ down a
tube. When the ‘plug’ hits the
material below, the surface will
suffer an indent. The indent
produced on different materials,
can be compared. Consequently,
the smaller the indent, the harder
the material.
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