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REVISION CARDS - METAL FINISHES - 3

PLANISHING, SPRAY PAINTING AND BRUSH PAINTING OF METALS
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1. REMOVE RUST AND GRIME 2. PAINT WITH PRIMER 
(ONE OR TWO COATS)

3. UNDERCOAT MAY NOT BE NEEDED.
PAINT WITH SELECTED COLOUR
(TWO COATS MAY BE NEEDED)

REVISION CARDS - METAL FINISHES - 3

2. What are the two main ways of applying paint ?       2 marks

1. What is a planished finish and how is it achieved?      4 marks

SPRAY PAINT FINISHES FOR METAL
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PLANISHED / HAMMERED FINISH

A planishing hammer is used to ‘hammer’ 
a patterned finish into the surface of a 
metal.
Copper is often given a planished / 
hammered finish. It is first softened by a 
heat treatment process called annealing. 
It is cleaned before being planished. As 
the copper is ‘planished’, it is rotated on 
the stake. Planishing hardens the metal, 
ensuring the final shape (such as a bowl) 
has the strength to resist drops and 
knocks.

PLANISHING HAMMER

STAKE

VICE

Spray paints (in the form of spray cans) 
can be bought straight ‘off the shelf’ of 
most hardware stores.

Metal may need a primer and undercoat, 
although it depends on the instructions 
on the paint can. Hammerite paint can be 
applied to a surface without the need for 
a primer or undercoat. Some cheaper 
paint sprays need a carefully cleaned 
surface, prepared with primer and an 
undercoat.

Paint can also be applied with a brush. 
Again the surface should be clean of rust 
and  g rease .  Depend ing  on  the 
instructions written on the tin, a primer 
coat and undercoat may be required. 
Some brush-able paints only need one 
coat, without a primer or undercoat.

BRUSH PAINT FINISHES FOR METAL

3. When painting, how is the metal surface prepared?       3 marks

A PLANISHED FINISH
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