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REVISION CARDS -HARRY BECK

The New Design and Technology GCSE requires a knowledge designers and 
companies.

This revision card could be used as a starter, homework or plenary. Why not add a 
YouTube video as well. 

Download the PDF file.

If you find the information and worksheets useful, consider joining the World 
Association of Technology Teachers.
Join and follow us on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/254963448192823/

Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChMQUTuG1h9P__Ct8Jj3cVg

REVISION CARDS - HARRY BECK AND THE LONDON UNDERGROUND MAP

MAP CHARACTERISTICS WHY IS IT AN ICONIC DESIGN?

1. Write three facts about Harry Beck, including one about his iconic London Underground Map.

2. List four characteristics of the underground map.

3. Why can Beck’s map be regarded as an iconic design?

3 marks

4 marks

3 marks

HARRY BECK (1902-1974)

Harry Beck was an Engineering 
Technical Draftsman and he worked for 
the London Underground Signals Office. 
He developed an interest in the way rail 
transport maps were graphical ly 
presented.  Maps of  the London 
Underg round ,  were  geograph ic 
representations, although there were 
attempts by map designers to simplify 
the route maps. Beck’s iconic London 
Underground Map was first published in 
1932. It was very well received by 
travellers and commuters.

The distance between the stations is not 
important, as passengers are interested 
in the order of the stations and how they 
connected to each other.  The busy 
central area of the map, has been 
expanded to show more detail. Stations 
on the periphery of the geographical 
map are drawn closer to the centre. 
Straight lines connect the stations, 
ensuring the map is easy to understand.

Beck’s London Underground Map, is now 
regarded as an iconic design, as it has 
inspired other map layouts throughout 
the world. The style of map that he 
introduced has been adapted for a vast 
range of diagrammatic presentations. It 
set a high benchmark for other map 
designers to follow . The map provides all 
the necessary information required by a 
traveller and no unnecessary detail or 
decoration. It is strictly functional and yet 
can be regarded as piece of art, reflecting 
a modernist philosophy. It is aesthetically 
pleasing.

The map was designed in Beck’s own 
time and without a commission from the 
London Passenger Transport Board. His 
original sketch was drawn in a school 
exercise book, whilst he was ‘laid off’.
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