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ANALYSIS / DESCRIPTION OF A CHARLES MACKINTOSH CHAIR

The chair seen below is typical of a Charles Mackintosh design. It was designed in 1904 and displays 
characteristics that are seen in many of his chairs. It is functional with some decoration at the back, which 
symbolises a tree but in geometrical form. Although natural wood (sycamore) has been used to 
manufacture the chair, it is distinctive because of its ‘black’ finished, to resemble ebony. Mackintosh 
applied colours including black and white to many of his furniture designs. A light coloured textile material 
has been used for the seat, contrasting the dark wood. The powerful use of squares and rectangles as a 
lattice, is also common to Mackintosh chairs.

CHAIR DESIGNED FOR 
HOUS’ HILL, NITSHILL, 

GLASGOW

Write an analysis of the Ingram Chair (1903), designed by Mackintosh. 
The follow keywords / phrases may help you answer the question.

TALL BACK

GEOMETRICALLY ARRANGED SQUARES

SIMPLE SHAPE AND FORM

MINIMAL DECORATION

NATURAL WOOD

EARLY MODERNIST DESIGN

JAPANESE INFLUENCE
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